
Fellowship in Health Information and Media

Accessibility to current health information is critical to ensuring that the Canadian
population stands among the healthiest in the world in terms of longevity and lifestyle
and is crucial to maintaining an effective health care system.  

As demonstrated by the SARS pandemic and outbreak of influenza A(H1N1), there is  also 
a strong information and media component to health management and health care in 
cases where public health is at issue.

Health-Related Research and Teaching
Recognizing the increasing importance of the collection, analysis, dissemination and 
archiving of health information, the Faculty of Information & Media Studies (FIMS) at 
The University of Western Ontario has taken a leadership role in the development  of 
a Health Information and Media program.  This initiative is a natural development for an interdisciplinary faculty situated in one of Canada’s 
top ten research intensive universities.  Western is also home to the Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry and a highly ranked Faculty 
of Health Sciences (FHS).  This combination of faculties provides excellent opportunities for research and curriculum collaboration.  A new 
Graduate Program in Health Information Science, offered jointly by FIMS and FHS, is in development for Fall 2010.

Health-related research and teaching is an area of expansion and development at FIMS, permeating all three contributing disciplines: 
Library and Information Science; Journalism;  and Media Studies. FIMS provides a home for health research from a wide variety of 
disciplinary perspectives, including research in the following areas:

�� Health information policy
�� Health knowledge management and brokering, and health infomatics
�� Health information-seeking and decision-making by consumers and practitioners
�� The role of media and advertising in promoting products such as alcohol and cigarettes with consequences for public health

Fellowship in Health Information and Media
With a goal to expand our teaching programs, research and learning opportunities for our students, we are committed to raising 
$200,000 to support a Fellowship for the promotion of teaching and research relating to health information and the 
media.  Support for this Fellowship will facilitate course and program development across the faculty and will support:

�� Student internships and co-op placements in the health information sector through the Media, Information and 
Technoculture (MIT) and  the Master of Library and Information Science  (MLIS) programs  

�� Student Research Assistants supervised by faculty conducting health-related 
research

�� Awards for masters and doctoral students in the Health Information Science 
program

�� Guest lecturers who are experts in the areas of health, information and media



Fellowship in Health Information and Media

Impact of Your Gift
This fellowship will provide the foundation for the development of 
exciting health-related initiatives, allowing  FIMS to recruit top  faculty 
and maintain a competitive position in health-related teaching and 
research.  Specific outcomes could include:

�� Course development in the undergraduate program in Media, 
Information and Technoculture, and in the new Graduate Program 
in Health Information Science

�� Interdisciplinary collaboration on faculty research projects, including resources to support graduate 
student projects in this area

�� Expansion of the number of the co-operative work/study positions for MLIS students in the 
health information sector and expansion of the number of internships for Media, Information and  
Technoculture students in areas related to health information

�� Funding to ensure the continuing offering of the elective course Medical/Science Journalism in the 
Master of Arts in Journalism program

Make a Difference
With the generous support of our partners, the Fellowship in Health Information and Media will make 
a difference in the student experience through specialized course and program development, valuable 
internship and co-op opportunities, and accessible collaborative research initiatives. Upon graduation, 
our students will be poised to assume leadership roles across the health information sector and will help 
ensure Canadians have access to the most current information regarding all matters pertaining to wellness 
and health.

Thank you for your consideration of this opportunity.

To learn more about this Fellowship and how Western is inspiring community engagement and a 
global outlook, please contact:
Karen Boddy
Alumni Relations and Development
Faculty of Information and Media Studies
The University of Western Ontario
North Campus Building, Room 235
London, Ontario N6A 3K7
Tel: 519-661-2111 ext. 87463
E-mail: kboddy@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca

Leading the Way in 
Health-Related Research

FIMS is home to SSHRC and CIHR grant 
recipients including:

 
Roma Harris              Daniel Robinson 

 

Nadine Wathen                                                 

The diversity of health-related research 
completed and ongoing across the 

faculty includes:

Patient seeking and use of health 
information for decision-making 

Help-seeking of abused women and 
women living in rural areas

The role of public libraries in providing 
consumer health information during the 

SARS outbreak in Ontario

Sources of information and support for 
people living with HIV/AIDS in three 

provinces

Studies of the marketing and promotion 
of alcohol, tobacco and  prescription drugs

The  potential of  new online tools to 
identify and integrate information for 

health decisions

Health Information Systems


