
Business Law at Western

Western Law Means Business
As one of Canada’s top-ranked law schools, Western Law encourages students to make a difference 
in our nation and beyond.  In today’s global environment, lawyers with a broad range of skills in 
business law are indispensable.  That’s why Western Law developed programs that focus on business 
law through a multi-dimensional, international perspective. This focus, combined with a partnership 
with the Richard Ivey School of Business, one of the top-ranked business schools in the world, 
gives Western Law students an edge in preparing for a career in business law.  

In order to maintain our leadership position in this area, we are committed to raising $6.8 
million in support of business law initiatives.  Support for these initiatives will ensure future 
generations of students will graduate with a comprehensive educational background and an 
enhanced perspective in business law.

Fast Facts
�� In conjunction with the Ivey School, Western Law offers the only combined three-year JD/MBA Program in Canada.  
�� We offer a formal concentration in business law, which helps students develop broad knowledge or focused expertise in this area.  
�� Our National Tax Centre has the greatest concentration of taxation law scholarship and teaching in the country.
�� Unique in North America, the Torys LLP Business and Law Pre-Eminent Scholars Series brings business law experts to Western on a monthly 

basis.  Students engage with some of the world’s most influential corporate law scholars and hear, first hand, their perspective on business law.
�� The newly-established Beattie Family Speaker Series  enables Western to host public lectures on topical issues in Business Law.

Faculty that Make a Difference
Christopher Nicholls
Director of the Business Law program and one of Canada’s leading experts in corporate law, Professor Christopher Nicholls has lectured to academic 
and professional audiences in Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom, and South America. He is the author of four books including Mergers, 
Acquisitions and Other Changes of Corporate Control, published in 2007, and serves as Associate Editor of the Canadian Business Law Journal.

Mohamed Khimji
Professor Khimji’s research interests lie in the areas of securities settlement systems, corporate law, and commercial transactions. He has served 
as a Research Assistant for the Bank of England’s Financial Markets Law Committee, been consulted by the Law Commission of England and 
Wales with respect to its project on Property Interests in Intermediated Securities, and been consulted by the Government of Nova Scotia with 
respect to the implementation of provincial securities transfer legislation. 

Richard H. McLaren
Professor McLaren’s teaching and research interests are in the areas of alternative dispute resolution, bankruptcy and insolvency, 
commercial and business law, and sport and the law. His works on secured transactions and commercial 
reorganization have become recognized as leading treatises on these topics in Canada.

Tom Telfer
Professor Tom Telfer’s research and teaching interests include bankruptcy law and consumer 
law. Before coming to Western in 2002, Professor Telfer worked with the New Zealand Research 
Centre for Business Law and as the Editor in Chief of the New Zealand Law Review. He is currently 
working on a book that will examine the evolution of Canadian bankruptcy law.



Business Law at Western

Key Programs
International Law Internship Program
The ILIP program at Western Law gives students the opportunity to expand their knowledge of international legal issues while applying their skills in a 
professional environment.  Students with a business law focus can choose to work with  renowned organizations like the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund.  Our newest placements, sponsored by Wildeboer Dellelce LLP, include the New York Stock Exchange and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission in Washington.  Working with one of these distinguished groups gives students an edge in the job market when they graduate

Chair in Corporate Finance
This Chair will be the centrepiece of the Natural Resources and Corporate Finance Program, which will be a distinct, academic venture that exploits our 
leadership in business law and expertise in business and innovation in earth sciences.  To our knowledge, no other university in Canada is focusing on this 
burgeoning area of law.   Initiatives in this area will position Western Law as the premier international centre for interdisciplinary research and teaching on 
areas of finance and business.

McLaren Professorship in Business Law
Named to honour one of Western Law’s finest legal educators, the Richard H. McLaren Professorship in Business Law aims to create a permanent legacy of 
scholarship, teaching, and research.  The incumbent will contribute to the business law curriculum by conducting seminars and developing an independent 
research program.  We are seeking support from alumni and friends to make this unique and lasting Professorship a reality at Western Law. 

Western Business Law Clinic
With a goal to help new businesses succeed, the Western Business Law Clinic provides valuable and affordable legal assistance to small businesses and 
entrepreneurs. The Clinic is run by Western Law students and lawyers from the London legal community. With between 36 and 40 student volunteers a year 
and a client base across Southwestern Ontario, our Clinic is one of few successful programs of this nature in North America. 

Visiting Professorship in Business Law
We plan to create a Visiting Professorship in Business Law that will bring prominent business law scholars from around the world to visit Western Law and 
teach short, intensive courses in their areas of expertise. The program, which aims to sponsor one visiting professor each year, would complement our 
existing business curriculum and enhance the profile of the Faculty on a national and international level. 

Business Concepts for Lawyers Program
In order to ensure students’ success in the work place, Western Law wishes to establish a first year program focused on business law concepts. Serving as a 
complement to the Torys LLP Business and Law Pre-Eminent Scholars Series, this in-depth program will bring leading business scholars to Western to teach 
seminars in business practices, such as accounting, management, and marketing. 

For more information about these projects and how Western is making a difference, please contact:
Matoula Zesimopoulos, Alumni & Development Officer
Faculty of Law - Dean’s Office, Josephine Spencer Niblett Law Building
The University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario   N6A 3K7
Tel: 519-661-2111 ext. 83953
E-mail: matoula.zesi@uwo.ca 
www.westernmakesadifference.ca


