Western Business Law Clinic

As part of Western’s commitment to provide the best student experience, we ensure
that students gain practical experience and network with professionals working

within a specialized area such as business law. In fact, our business orientation is B Wﬂsmm
one of the reasons we have one of the top two placement rates on Bay Street. usml';‘fiﬂ Law
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Western Business Law Clinic

With a goal to help new businesses succeed, the Western Business Law Clinic provides
valuable and affordable legal assistance to small businesses and entrepreneurs.
The Clinic is run by Western Law students and lawyers from the London legal
community. With between 36 and 40 student volunteers a year and a client base
across Southwestern Ontario, our Clinic is one of few successful programs of this
nature in North America.

The students who volunteer and work in the Clinic gain valuable practical experience
by:

Directly assisting clients;

Developing skills in client interviewing and fact analysis;

Improving their case theory and strategy skills, document drafting, and letter writing;

Developing negotiation skills, legal research ability and familiarity with various models of persuasion.

Students begin volunteering as researchers at the Clinic in September of their first year. The expectation is that they will continue
volunteering at the Clinic during their second and third years at the school. Almost all students return to fulfill these roles. During the
summer, four of the Clinic volunteers are hired as case managers, and are paid at the work study rate. Due to the excellent experience
these students receive by handling up to eight cases on their own, they return to the Clinic after the summer and take on leadership
roles as associate case managers and case managers.

While most student volunteers have an interest in pursuing a career in corporate law, they are not required to be in the business law
stream. Whichever speciality students choose, the Western Business Law Clinic provides experience advising small, start-up and
early stage businesses, which will have broad applications for a range of careers.

Success Stories
The Western Business Law Clinic recently helped create a shareholder agreement and trade-

mark applications for SoftShell Computers. Softshell is a computer interface designed
specifically for senior citizens who may feel intimidated by traditional computer systems.

The owners of SoftShell recently competed on CBC's Dragon’s Den, where they won the M A K E A
competition for best business idea. Over the past year the Clinic has also completed a

number of sale of goods contracts, terms of service, privacy policies, and incorporations DI FFERENCE
for a variety of small businesses.

The University of Western Ontario




Fast Facts

Western Law offers the
only combined three-year JD/MBA
Program in Canada.

We offer a formal concentration in
business law, which helps students
develop broad knowledge or
focused expertise in business law.

Our National Tax Centre has the
greatest concentration of taxation
law scholarship and teaching in the
country.

Unique in North America,

the Torys LLP Business and Law
Pre-Eminent Scholars Series brings
business law experts to Western on
amonthly basis.

Western Business Law Clinic

Western'’s Leading Scholars in Business Law

Christopher Nicholls

Director of the Business Law program and one of Canada’s leading experts in corporate law, Professor
Christopher Nicholls has lectured to audiences in (anada, the U.S., South America, and the U.K. He is the
author of four books including Mergers, Acquisitions and Other changes of Corporate Control, and serves as
Associate Editor of The Canadian Business Law Journal.

Tom Telfer

Professor Tom Telfer’s research and teaching interests include bankruptcy law and consumer law. Before
coming to Western in 2002, Professor Telfer worked with the New Zealand Research Centre for Business
Law and as the Editor in Chief of the New Zealand Law Review. He is currently working on a book that will
examine the evolution of Canadian bankruptcy law.

Richard H. McLaren

Professor McLaren’s teaching and research interests are in the areas of alternative dispute resolution,
bankruptcy and insolvency, commercial and business law, and sport and the law. His works on secured
transactions and commercial reorganization have become recognized as leading treatises on these topics
in Canada.

Bruce Welling

Professor Welling specializes in corporate law. His book Corporate Law in Canada: The Governing Principles is
the leading Canadian treatise on the subject. He has written three other books on corporations and property
law. He is a member of the National Academy of Arbitrators and Counsel to Anissimoff & Associates, a
London Patent and Trademark firm.

Making a Difference

The Western Business Law Clinic enriches the Western Law community by giving students practical
experience and providing affordable and valuable legal assistance to small businesses and entrepreneurs.
Each year, the Clinic requires $60,000 in operating support. We are reaching out to alumni, firms,
foundations, and other organizations to help sustain this initiative. Gifts of support will be used to cover
the costs of student placement wages, marketing, and transportation. Ideally, we hope to find partners
who will support the Clinic annually, for a term of three to five years.

To learn more about the Business Law Clinicand how Western is educating the next generation
of global leaders, please contact:

Matoula Zesimopoulos M.PA.

Alumni and Development Officer, Faculty of Law

The University of Western Ontario

Josephine Spencer Niblett Law Building, Dean’s Office

London, ON N6A 3K7

Tel: 519-661-3953

E-mail: matoula.zesi@uwo.ca

www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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