
Richard H. McLaren 
Professorship in Business Law

Honouring Excellence and Leadership
The University of Western Ontario is honouring one of Western Law’s finest legal researchers, 
educators and authors, Professor Richard H. McLaren, through the creation of the Richard H. McLaren 
Professorship in Business Law.  By working with Western Law alumni, former students of Professor 
McLaren and select organizations who share our desire to bestow this honour, our objective is to raise 
$1.25 million in private sector funding to create a permanent legacy of scholarship, teaching, and 
research.  We have approximately $600,000 left to raise on this goal.

Professor McLaren has carved out a diverse and fascinating career:  
�� A highly respected educator who generates loyalty and sparks imagination and passion in his 

students. 
�� A superior legal mind whose expertise in the areas of commercial, bankruptcy and business law 

has resulted in publications that are regarded as leading scholarly works in these fields.
�� An internationally recognized dispute resolution arbitrator and author who has been involved in many high profile cases.
�� Since the early 1990s, Professor McLaren has been a member of the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), the adjudicating body that 

oversees the International Olympic Committee and the International Sports Federation.

Our Commitment
In recognition of Professor McLaren’s outstanding accomplishments and in honour of his commitment to the Faculty of Law during the 
past 30 years, Western is establishing the Richard H. McLaren Professorship in Business Law.  Our commitment in support of this 
professorship will enable us to recruit a scholar of international standing in the field of business law.  The appointee will be responsible 
for the following:

�� Teaching—contribute to the business law curriculum by conducting seminars in our intense and interactive learning environment.
�� Research—develop an independent research program, foster advanced scholarship in the area of business law, and serve as an 

advisor to students conducting research in business law.

Business Law: A Renewed Focus
Western Law recently strengthened and renewed its focus on business law in recognition of the following factors:

�� Many Western Law students begin their careers in large law firms with corporate practices.

�� The study of business law at Western is an established strength dating back many years.  
In fact, our business orientation is one of the reasons we have one of the top two 
placement rates on Bay Street.

�� Western Law maintains a mutually beneficial relationship with Western’s Richard 
Ivey School of Business that allows law and business students to cross-register in 
courses offered at either school. 
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Strength in Business Law 
In order to be recognized as the preeminent law school in Canada focusing on business law in the global environment, 
Western Law is building upon its established tradition of leadership and strength in this area.

�� Western Law offers a formal area of concentration in business law and has developed a concentration in 
information and technology law.
�� Members of Western Law’s faculty are regarded as among the finest legal scholars, researchers and teachers in 

Canada.  Examples of research leadership in the area of business law include:
33 In the 1960s, Earl Palmer and Dan Prentice developed the first teaching materials in Canada on corporate 

law.  
33 In the 1970s former Dean David Johnson wrote the first Canadian text on Securities Regulation.
33 Professor McLaren and former Dean Wesley Rayner completed the Falconbridge on the Law of Mortgages 

(4th ed.) after which Prof. McLaren went on to publish Secured Transactions in Personal Property in Canada 
(2nd ed.)—the first book in Canada to deal with secure transactions and the Personal Property Security Act.  
This publication is now in its 25th year and has become well-known in the legal profession.

�� In 2004, Professor McLaren established, and continues to direct, a Business Law Clinic for law students enabling 
them to gain experience advising small, start-up and early stage businesses.
�� Professor McLaren planned and implemented Western’s joint LLB/MBA program with the Richard Ivey School of 

Business, one of the top 20 business schools in the world.  Subsequently, the HBA/LLB was added to the program.
�� The National Tax Centre, based at Western Law, contains the greatest concentration of tax law scholarship in the 

country.
�� Western Law has a national reputation for leadership in industrial relations law and insurance law. 
�� Western Law’s January term attracts outstanding business law professors from all over the world.

To learn more about the McLaren Professorship and how Western is educating the next generation 
of global leaders, please contact:

Matoula Zesimopoulos M.P.A.
Alumni and Development Officer
Faculty of Law
The University of Western Ontario
Josephine Spencer Niblett Law Building, Dean’s Office
London, ON   N6A 3K7
Tel: 519-661-3953
E-mail: matoula.zesi@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca

A Unique Opportunity

The Richard H. McLaren 

Professorship in Business 

Law offers donors a unique 

opportunity to simultaneously 

honour Prof. McLaren and 

enhance Western Law’s 

contribution to the field of 

business law.

The Richard H. McLaren 

Professorship in Business Law will 

honour one of Western’s finest 

educators and enhance Western 

Law’s established strength and 

leadership in business law.  


