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What is the best way to teach individual physicians to work 
effectively as part of a health care team?  How can we more 
safely train students and residents to perform complex medical 
procedures?  What assessment methods are best suited to 
evaluating trainees’ professionalism and patient advocacy?  
Finding answers to these and other critical questions is the 
goal of researchers at the Centre for Education Research & 
Innovation, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry.
 
Through research in education, the Centre will help create 
a generation of physicians who are more skilled, more 
adaptive, and more innovative than today’s practitioners. By 
investigating, evaluating and refining current educational 
practices, the Centre aims to advance the art and science of 
health professions education, both at Schulich Medicine & 
Dentistry and beyond.
  

Advancing Research in Health Care Education 
The University of Western Ontario has long demonstrated leadership in innovative medical education programs.  We are committed to 
advancing the discovery and application of knowledge relevant to health care education, with the goal of becoming a recognized leader 
in education research.   Our first step in realizing this goal was to establish the Centre for Education Research & Innovation in 
August 2009.  The Centre is an interdisciplinary, collaborative research community with links to the Faculty of Education and the Faculty 
of Health Sciences.  Dr. Lorelei Lingard, an internationally recognized education researcher, was recruited as the Centre’s inaugural 
Director.

As a Senate-approved research centre, our mandate is: 

�� To develop high-calibre, programmatic research in education that contributes to the advancement of knowledge. 

�� To foster the growth of faculty educator-researchers through consultation, collaboration, training 
	 and mentorship.

�� To promote interdisciplinary inquiry through collaborations both within Schulich 	
	 Medicine & Dentistry and across Western.

�� To lead, nationally and internationally, in the development of new 		
	 approaches to health professions education.



Our Initiatives
We are committed to raising $1.45 million in support of the Centre for Education Research & Innovation.  With the help of our alumni 
and friends, we will develop the Centre into one of the world’s leading programs in health professions education research and training.  

The expendable funds will be designated to support the following initiatives:

�� Education Research Fellowship
	 No one knows better than clinical faculty which aspects of medical and dental education require research investigation.  And many faculty are keen to 	
	 turn these ideas into rigorous education research that will improve clinical teaching and learning in hospitals, clinics, laboratories and classrooms.  	
	 The Education Research Fellowship offers faculty the time, mentorship, and training to become expert education-researchers.  Our goal is to offer two 	
	 fellowship positions per year that will enable clinicians to take on new roles as Clinician-Educator-Researchers within their respective departments.

�� Future Educator Fellowship
	 In order to meet the increasing demand for more physicians, Schulich Medicine & Dentistry continues to increase the size of its medical school classes, 	
	 which in turn creates a growing need for more highly trained educators.  Much of the teaching and mentorship provided to medical students in the 	
	 clinical setting is conducted by residents, many of whom have an interest in developing these skills.  The Future Educator Fellowship will provide 	
	 an opportunity for residents to earn an advanced degree in education while being mentored by a Centre scientist to improve their educational abilities 	
	 and to position themselves as medical education leaders in the future.

�� Summer Student Education Research Internship
	 Medical students interested in education can spend a four-month summer research internship at the Centre.  Through this internship, they will have	
	 the opportunity to join ongoing Centre-supported projects such as our investigations of how students come to understand death and dying, what	
	 factors influence student well-being, or which conditions are best for learning collaborative practice skills.   Under the guidance of a Centre scientist 	
	 and in connection with our network of affiliated institutions, students will be able to develop research projects within the context of ongoing studies.

�� Visiting Scholar in Educational Research 
	 Each year, a renowned education scholar joins the Centre for Education Research & Innovation for a 1-3 month term. This prestigious visitor 		
	 collaborates with Centre members to facilitate and advance research, bringing new ways of thinking and establishing Centre links around the world.

�� Research Chair in the Science of Interprofessional Education
	 In order for health care professionals to work as a team in delivering care to patients with complex needs, team members must understand one 	
	 another’s roles, values, skills and goals. Interprofessional education breaks down educational silos to get students learning from, with and about each 	
	 other.  Yet the science of interprofessional education is young and experts are needed to research how best to educate 	health care professionals 	
	 for improved teamwork.  This Research Chair will enable an internationally recognized scientist to advance the science of interprofessional education 	
	 through programmatic research at Schulich Medicine & Dentistry.

To learn more about the Centre and how Western is promoting exploration and innovation through research, please contact:
Gillian Sneddon, Director of Development, Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry
 The University of Western Ontario, Dr. Don Rix Clinical Skills Learning Building, Suite 3721
London, Ontario N6A 5C1
Tel: 519-661-2111 x82247 	
E-mail: gsneddon@uwo.ca									         www.westernmakesadifference.ca	
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