
Why Western?
The Department of Surgery at the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at The 
University of Western Ontario is a leading surgical program in the country and is 
part of a vast network of hospitals and research institutes. One of the largest clinical 
departments in the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, it is comprised of eight 
surgical divisions including: Cardiac Surgery, General Surgery, Orthopaedic Surgery, 
Paediatric Surgery, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery, Thoracic Surgery, Urology and 
Vascular Surgery.  

The Division of Cardiac Surgery has long been an innovator, having established the 
first successful heart transplant program in Canada in 1981. Throughout the late 80’s 
and early 90’s, innovative arrhythmia surgery was an important clinical research thrust 
of the division, and today, robotic and minimally invasive surgery dominate the list of 
innovative “firsts.” 

We also successfully conduct a large volume of high risk surgical procedures and have a highly acclaimed cardiac surgery residency 
program.  Several faculty members have nationally and internationally recognized research programs, and  since 2000, division members 
have published over 150 full-length, peer-reviewed papers.

Our Commitment
Our vision is to become the leading academic cardiac surgery unit in the country by combining solid, high-volume clinical work with 
high-level research.  Cardiac surgical procedures are increasingly becoming higher risk, more complex and time consuming.  Despite 
ever increasing clinical responsibilities, our faculty members have committed themselves to educational and research enterprises.

We are committed to raising $3 million in support of the Chair in Cardiac Surgery.  This will create an endowment fund that will 
generate approximately $120,000 annually and will enable us to appoint an internationally recognized  cardiac surgeon with a record 
of accomplishment and distinction in research.  The Chair will provide leadership to the Division of Cardiac Surgery and oversee a 
variety of activities including the following: 

�� Pursuit of a major research initiative—research supported will be both clinical and laboratory-based and will focus on 
enhancing our preeminent national and international position in robotic/minimal access surgery.   The Chair will also 
provide leadership regarding research initiatives being undertaken across the program.

�� Facilitate specific deliverables such as the introduction of innovative cardiac surgical 
procedures, the presentation of work at national and international scientific 
meetings, the publication of full-length papers in prominent peer-reviewed 
journals and the securing of external grant support.  

�� Engage, educate and mentor students, residents and working surgeons.
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Benefits of the Chair
Chairs, Professorships and Fellowships are a university’s primary means of attracting and retaining distinguished 
faculty members.  By establishing the Chair in Cardiac Surgery, we will accelerate the academic productivity 
across the division with a goal of achieving the following outcomes:

�� Provide an optimal student experience for both our undergraduate and postgraduate trainees through the 
resulting research cycle and educational endeavors. 

�� Facilitate new collaborative ventures with bioengineering, biophysics, imaging and clinical epidemiology 
faculty members and graduate students, thus further synergizing the academic enterprises of these fields 
and the Department of Surgery.

�� Enhance our recruiting efforts for undergraduate and postgraduate students, residents, fellows and junior 
faculty members thus increasing their participation in our cross-disciplinary research programs.  

�� Ensure that the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry will continue to thrive as a high profile site for 
academic cardiac surgery in Canada and around the world.

Make A Difference
Western is committed to shaping the future of health care, wellness and medical discovery by  developing and 
mentoring Canada’s next generation of surgeons, providing them with a solid knowledge base in surgical care, 
technical excellence, and critical appraisal skills while fostering a culture of life-long learning and compassionate 
care. 

To learn more about the Chair in Cardiac Surgery and how Western is shaping the future of health 
care, wellness and medical discovery, please contact:

Lori Zerebecki
Alumni & Development Officer
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry
The University of Western Ontario
Room 3270, Dr. Don Rix Clinical Skills Learning Building
London, Ontario  N6A 5C1
Tel: 519-850-2540 ext. 88815
E-mail: Lori.Zerebecki@schulich.uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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