
Chair in Minimally Invasive Surgery

The Department of Surgery at the Shulich School of Medicine & Dentistry 
has a long tradition of excellence in patient care, teaching and research and 
has been innovating and transforming the field of surgery and patient care 
for decades.  The Department of Surgery is a recognized Canadian leader in 
minimal access/robotic surgery and we are committed to investing in this 
area of strength.  

Of particular note are the facilities at CSTAR (Canadian Surgical Technologies 
& Advanced Robotics), Canada’s leading national, interdisciplinary centre for 
the development, introduction, evaluation and education of new minimally 
invasive surgical technologies.  CSTAR collaborates with The Department of 
Surgery at Schulich to develop and deliver educational and surgical skills 
simulation programming for students and working surgeons.

Our Commitment
Advances in surgical technology are proceeding at a rapid pace.  In order to maintain our leadership position, we must continuously innovate 
new methods to prepare trainees to deliver state-of-the-art patient care including the advancement of minimally invasive surgery (MIS) 
and research into new surgical technologies and techniques.  We are committed to raising $3 million in endowed funds to establish the 
Chair in Minimally Invasive Surgery.  This Chair will enable us to recruit and retain an internationally acknowledged MIS leader as well as 
additional MIS-skilled faculty.  Furthermore, this Chair will enhance MIS clinical care, education and research and advance the philosophy 
of and commitment to providing effective surgical intervention that minimizes patient suffering.

The Chair in Minimally Invasive Surgery will position Western at the forefront of surgical care, education and research in what is the most modern 
revolution in surgical care.  The MIS Chair will provide the leadership necessary to achieve this objective by:

�� Encouraging effective and appropriate use of minimally invasive surgical techniques to provide the highest quality care for all 	
	 surgical patients. 

�� Mandating current and evolving minimally invasive techniques and technologies through scholarly assessments of 		
	 outcomes 	and cost-effectiveness.

�� Supporting quality interdisciplinary MIS education through mentorship, fellowships and simulated learning environments.

�� Leading the translational research program focused on new developments of 		
	 minimally invasive surgical technologies and advancing their meaningful impact 	
	 on practice patterns and health outcomes.
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Chair in Minimally Invasive Surgery

Impact of Establishing the Chair
The London-wide MIS program is recognized by many as providing leading-edge, 
competent and effective MIS care. This is especially true of MIS care services in the 
areas of cardiac surgery, urology, gynecology, oncology, and colorectal diseases. As 
its reputation for successful outcomes continues to grow, access to the MIS expertise 
of the London-wide program is sought by an increasing number of national and 
international patients. 

London is internationally recognized for its experise in Minimally Invasive Surgery.  
An endowed MIS Chair will meaningfully continue to advance the MIS objectives for 

Schulich and, most importantly, the patients of London and surrounding areas.

Specifically, the proposed MIS Chair will:

�� Raise the profile, recognition and acknowledgement of Schulich and its collaborating institutions within the 
local, provincial, national and international medical research, education and training communities.

�� Contribute to the best student experience by ensuring students have access to the latest cutting-edge surgical 
teaching facilities and educational programming.

�� Provide Schulich and its collaborating institutions within London competitive advantage in the recruitment 
and retention of qualified students, faculty and staff.

�� Provide Schulich substantive opportunity to undertake formal and scholarly inquiry of the impact of MIS on 
cost effectiveness, clinical practice patterns and health outcomes

To learn more about the Chair in Minimally Invasive Surgery and how Western is shaping the future of health 
care, wellness and medical discovery, please contact:

Lori Zerebecki
Alumni & Development Officer
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry
The University of Western Ontario
Room 3270, Dr. Don Rix Clinical Skills Learning Building
London, Ontario N6A 5C1
Tel: 519-850-2540 ext. 88815
E-mail: lori.zerebecki@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca


