
The Robarts Fund:
Accelerating Medical Discovery

Improving Health Through Collaboration, Translation and Innovation
Robarts Research Institute at The University of Western Ontario operates within 
a commercial model. Our research extends beyond the traditional academic 
approach in order to bring discoveries and new technologies faster to clinical 
trial, faster to market, and, ultimately, faster to you. 

Robarts unites a wide range of researchers – from physicians and physicists to 
biologists and biomedical engineers – under one roof and encourages them 
to work together to find new ways to better understand, treat and ultimately 
prevent disease. Robarts scientists are leaders in the fields of neurosciences, 
imaging and genomics, and are world-renowned for their extraordinary 
knowledge and talent. Participating in scores of collaborations in 20 countries 
worldwide, they are truly shaping the future of health care, wellness and 
medical discovery. One quarter of Robarts’ scientists are also physicians with the 
ability to accelerate the translation of discoveries into promising new treatment 
options for patients.

Recent medical breakthroughs at Robarts include the identification of disease-
causing genetic mutations, new drug treatments for heart disease patients 
and improved cancer therapies. These innovations hold the promise of saving 
thousands of lives. To continue the basic and clinical research that is 
having an impact on many of today’s devastating diseases, our scientists, students and staff need your support.

The Freedom to Pursue Cutting-Edge Research
In order for our scientists to continue their pursuit of cutting-edge research, we are committed to raising $2.5 million over five 
years, at $500,000 per year, to support The Robarts Fund – a fully expendable resource that enables Robarts to address 
immediate priorities and respond to emerging opportunities. 

The Robarts Fund allows us to build on our distinctive research strengths with a view to expanding the scope of our influence on a 
global scale. When our donors provide unrestricted funds, they give leading scientists  the freedom to design and pursue innovative 
research programs that benefit hospitals, medical trainees, graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and ultimately, you.

Your gift to The Robarts Fund will:

��„ Support Robarts researchers, scientists and clinicians through equipment needs and 
facilities development.

��„ Recruit and retain exceptional scientists, postdoctoral fellows and graduate students. 
��„ Capitalize on government funding opportunities that require Robarts to fulfill 

financial commitments before receiving matching funds.
��„ Provide flexibility for Robarts’ Director to create targeted research teams that 

promote synergies between scientists in complementary disciplines.



Collaboration, Translation and Innovation 
Robarts Research Institute is like no other place in Canada. We believe we have the winning 
formula: attract the best and the brightest researchers; give them the freedom to think big; and 
set the bar high. Your gift to The Robarts Fund will provide important and necessary tools  to our 
scientists and students working in the following areas:

Imaging Research
Through X-ray, ultrasound, CT and MRI, scientists in Robarts’ Imaging Research Laboratories 
develop, use and apply advanced imaging technology to improve the understanding, diagnosis and 
treatment of stroke, cancer, cardiovascular and musculoskeletal disease, schizophrenia and other 
brain disorders, and respiratory diseases.

Molecular Brain Research
Scientists are unraveling the complex molecular signaling pathways–and their relationship to genetic and environmental factors–that contribute to both 
normal cell function and pathological changes in neurological diseases such as ALS, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, epilepsy, depression and Huntington’s, as 
well as cancer, spinal cord injury, infectious diseases and cardiovascular dysfunction. They are also developing new methods of altering the progression 
or development of disease by translating basic research discoveries into clinical applications and new therapeutic approaches such as vaccines, anti-
inflammatory agents and methods that promote the recovery of the injured nervous system.

Cardiovascular Research
This research area, which includes a program in regenerative medicine, has its roots in the study of diseases of the arteries.  It encompasses genomics 
and molecular and cellular biology to probe the inflammatory processes involved in artery wall damage and plaque formation, which increases the 
risk of heart attack and stroke, as well as the regeneration of new blood vessels.

Clinical Trials
Robarts’ Clinical Trials coordinates multi-centre clinical trials around the world.  The group has expertise in two important areas: evaluation of the 
effectiveness of health care delivery programs; and finding new treatments for inflammatory bowel disease.  The group also conducts randomized 
controlled trials in blood conservation, ALS, high blood pressure, orthopaedics, diabetes, cancer and liver disease.

To learn more about the Robarts Fund and how Western is promoting exploration and innovation through research, please contact:
Tara Kenney
Development Officer, Robarts Research Institute
The University of Western Ontario
P.O. Box 5015, 100 Perth Drive
London, Ontario, Canada N6A 5K8
Tel: 519-931-5276  Fax: 519-931-5220 
E-mail: tkenney@robarts.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca


