
Western in Peru:  Guanape Research Centre

The University of Western Ontario, in its first ever international land purchase, recently bought 
property in Puerto Moorin, Peru. This site will be home to the Guanape Research Centre, a base 
camp for researchers conducting revolutionary fieldwork five kilometres away from the “Gallinazo 
Group”; a unique archaeological area located in the Virú River Valley that features an ancient city 
settlement of adobe platform mounds. 

Guanape Research Centre
This centre will serve as a pivotal hub for operating an Andean archaeology field school for 
training undergraduate and graduate students. The building, designed by a local architect, reflects 
authentic Peruvian design in both its adobe construction and in the stone wall that surrounds the 
compound. With space to accommodate up to 20 students and visiting researchers, the building 
will feature dormitories, a kitchen, a laboratory and office space as well as living accommodations 
for a custodial family. The establishment of this centre will offer tremendous educational and field 
research opportunities for anthropology students and researchers world-wide. 

Revisiting and Rethinking Andean History
Western anthropology students studying at the centre will work under the leadership of Dr. Jean-François Millaire, an authority on early 
Andean archaeology and a member of Western’s anthropology department. His past research in the Virú River  Valley has prompted a call 
for a careful re-examination of the nature of Andean cultures within the Guanape region. Studies done at the Guanape Research Centre 
will explore two conjectures:

�� The political unit ruling over Virú during the Early Intermediate period was a city-state system much like that of Classic Greece and 
Medieval Italy.

�� Virú’s city-state system remained in direct control over the land and people of the valley throughout the Early Intermediate period.

These theories are significant in that they challenge the succession of invasions and massacres purported in the prevailing conquest 
model, and if proven correct will change our understanding of Andean history as we know it. By peeling back the layers of adobe 
platform mounds found within the “Gallinanzo Group,” Millaire and his team will assess the layout and architecture of the settlement, 
study the nature of activities performed and look for evidence of leadership change. This will help determine the social, economic 
and political structure and importance of the site.

International Collaboration
This project relies on the collaborative exchange of information between researchers and will effectively contribute to Westerns’s 
Strategic Plan for Internationalization. As well, the following positions will be filled by local Peruvians:

�� Project co-director 
�� Field supervisor (x 2) 
�� Ten person work crew made up of local residents who own cultivated 

lands in the area 
�� Centre staff: cleaner, cook and custodial family

A field excavation team of students in Peru.



Impact
Economic: The employment opportunities created by this project for the local population, from the design and building of the centre to staffing and 
the purchase and preparation of the locally grown food, will bring about tangible and visible benefits to the employees and their families.

Academic:  Through this project, Western will become the only English-language institution in Canada to provide field research opportunities in Peru 
for graduate students. Western will also strengthen and expand its expertise in Andean Archaeology.

Collaborative: Cross-learning opportunities exist for students of other faculties, including engineering and bioarchaeology.

Global:  Preliminary results of the research done at the Guanape Research Centre will be shared in a report to the National Institute of Culture in Lima 
and at many international conferences and symposiums on Andean studies and archaeology. As well, Western has developed links with Museo Larco, 
one of Peru’s leading archaeology museums.  It will house a temporary exhibit describing the Western’s team work at the Gallinazo Group.

Funding Opportunities
We turn to our friends and alumni to support this exciting initiative. Your commitment at the onset of the project will expedite the creation of 
employment opportunities, much needed in the local community. The total five year budget for this project is $500,000. Support could be directed 
toward a variety of priorities and would be recognized through appropriate naming opportunities.

To learn more about the Guanape Research Centre, and how Western is inspiring community engagement and a global outlook, 
please contact:

Sue Dittmer
Alumni and Development Officer, Faculty of Social Science
The University of Western Ontario
Social Science Centre, Room 9408
London, Ontario N6A 5C2
Tel:  519 661-2111 ext. 84959   
E-mail:  sdittmer@uwo.ca									                 www.westernmakesadifference.ca

Western in Peru
Core Facility:
Construction of research centre including lab space, equipment, storage, laboratory, meeting room, kitchen and dormitory.
Named Faculty Fellowship:
To support research and teaching with respect to the project
Travel and Living Expenses for students:
Five students for five years @ $15,000 each
Research and Operating Costs
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